Ridgecrest Home Mission Week 


by 1980, got a major denomina- 
tional boost here. 


Representatives of the South -- 
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State Missions 


| Season Of Prayer 


September 12-15 


September is state missions 
month in a number of states, and 
in Mississippi that means a season 
of prayer Sept. 12 to 15 and the 
@ntwal Margaret Lackey Offering 
for State Missions with a goal 
this year of $275,000. 


“There .is no way we can over 
estimate the importance of this 
offering,’’ said Dr, Earl Kelly, 
executive secretary-treasurer of 
the Mississippi Baptist Conven- 
tion Board. 

New churches are needed in the 


Season Of Prayer Makes 


Missions Needs Known 


Mississippi Baptists will be join- 
ing hands and heads and opening 


"pocketbooks when the State Mis- 


sion Season of Prayer needs are 
made known to every church 
member in our convention during 
mid-September. 

With abundant optimism, cour- 
age and faith in God and in Mis- 
sissippi Baptists, convention lead- 
ers are projecting a worthy, chal- 
lenging goal of $275,000 for the 
Margaret Lackey State Mission 
Offering. This is the greatest state 
mission- offering goal ever in the 
life of our convention. 

Margaret Lackey was the exec- 
utiye secrétary of Mississippi 
Woman’s Missionary Union at a 
time in history when funds were 
scarce and Baptists were not as 
numerous as now.-Yet Ithink she 
would not be surprised to know of 
the goal for this year’s offering 
for this woman of great vision be- 
lieved in what Mississippi Baptists 
could do for the Lord’s work when 
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Excellent materials for use with 
the State Mission Season of Pray- 
er have been produced and dis- 
tributed widely throughout the 
state. Filmstrips, program book- 
lets, theme posters, offering en- 
velopes and family prayer remind- 
ers all have been furnished every 
congregation. 

It is our hope that the State 
Mission filmstrip will be utilized 
in at least 1,000 of our churches 
during September. In this way, 
Mississippi Baptists will be able 
to see, as well as hear about how 
the State Mission Offering has 
benefitted individuals and congre- 
gations in our state. 

I pray that every congregation 
affiliated with the Mississippi Bap- 
tist Convention will catch the spir- 
it.of mission advance in the Mag- 


Gronth 
Church Expansion Key 


face of population growth and help 
is needed for churches already es- 


The week of prayer and the off- 
ering are sponsored by the Wom- 
an’s Mission Union of the state. 
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Bold Mission Thrust 
Gets Major Boost 


(Continued from page 1) 
sections of our land are learning 
a little about us and that is not 
hurting . . It is helping.” 

Gerald Palmer, head of the 
HMB missions section, noted: 
“We know the answer to the ques- 
tion that is being asked across 
our land: ‘What does it mean to 
be born again?’."’ 

He added: ‘Without 
this is a time for direct, 
personal’ evangelism.”’ 

Carolyn Weatherford, WMU exe- 
cutive director, commented: “At 
the end of 200 years, our nation is 
still not Christian. Southern Bap- 
tists must bear responsibility for 

“a good part of that.”’ 

She said.that if Bold Mission 
Thrust is to succeed, ‘We must 
have mission action. Mission ac- 
tion is an organized effort of a 
church . . . to minister and to wit- 
ness. Ministry and witness are the 
sharp, two edges of the sword, 
and you can hardly have one with- 
out the other: 

“If we are going to present the 
clainys of Christ boldly to our na- 
tion, we are going to have to do 
more than just take the opportuni - 
ties as they present themselves. 
We are going to have to organize 
ourselves to carry out this effort. 


apology, 
intense, 


Miss Weatherford added: ‘The 
Lord did not put us here to do the 
best we can. He gave us the 
commission to go into all the wor- 
ld and preach the gospel."’ 

Glendon McCullough, executive 
director of the Brotherhood Com- 
mission, told participants: “Our 
conventions and associations have 
not yet really dealt with lay in- 
volvement in our denomination, 
and one aspect that we have not 
dealt with is the role of women in 
the church and as missionaries.” 

“Bold Mission Thurst is not in- 
tended for denominational lead- 
ers, mission board, pastors, staff 
members. It is intended for every 
believer. 

“If we are going to have a Bold 
Mission Thrust, we are going to 
help all of God’s people. If we 
are going to have a Bold Mission 
Thrust, all of God's children have 
got to be involved.” 

He said he wishes “we had 
developed a cooperative program 
of human resources, but we 
haven't done so well in that area. 

“Jesus in his ministry seemed 
to seek our ordinary people and 
help them do extraordinary 
things,’’ McCullough added. ‘‘This 
can be the basic Bold Mission 
Thrust today — ordinary people 


doing extraordinary things:” 

Edgar Cooper, editor of the 
Florida Baptist Witness, told edi - 
tors he feels ‘“‘a spirit of Cooper a- 
tion we haven’t had in several 
years.’ 


But, he warned planners not 
to ‘‘overlook inspiration, ..We can 
get bogged down in statistics, plan- 
ning, cormputer data and overlook 
inspiration. 

“I think this missions thrust 
should have a deep spiritua) eur- 
rent,’’ he added. 

A. C. Queen, editor of the Penn- 
Jersey Baptist, noted he feels 
“We are getting a boost in what 
we already are doing. 

“We are overwhelmed by the 
assignment of sharing the gospel 
with every person),’’ Queen add- 
ed. “We have 125 congregations 
and about 15,000 members (in 
Pennsylvania and South New Jer- 
sey). We are attempting by the 
assignment to take on eight mil- 
lion unchurched people and three 
or four million more in  some- 
body’s church who are not born 
again. We are overwhelmed by the 
assignment. is 

“But we are optimistic. We 
feel we are on course. We feel we 
are building toward the future.” 


Pastor-Missionary Retreats 


Scheduled In “September 
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Belzoni, Philippians; Eugene Wig- 
ley of Lonoke, Ark., Romans; 
_John C. Stone, of Greenville, | 
Corinthians; J. Harold Jones of 
Vicksburg, II Corinthians; Cliff 
Shipp of Yazoo City, Colossians; 
James Messer of Vicksburg, Gala- 
tians. 

The retreats at Roosevelt State 
Park and Paul Johnson Park will 
get under way at 9:50 am. on 
Tuesday and 
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Hobbs Retires 
From “The - 
Baptist Hour” 


(Continued from page 1) 
ago slowed him briefly but didn’t 
really stop him. Instead of his 
flying to Fort Worth to record, 
a Radio-TV Commission engineer 
moved equipment to Oklahoma 
City to record him there. 

“A denomination is fortunate to 
produce a man like Herschel 
Hobbs at least once in every gen- 
eration. Dr. Hobbs comes from 
the school of ministers who believ- 
es in the excellence of prepara - 
tion,”’ said Paul M. Stevens, com- 


mission president, in express- 
ing regret at Hobbs’ decision to 
step down. 


“He established himself as a 
pastor whose ministry was ‘text- 
book’”’ in its classical applica- 
tion and he applied himself to the 
life of the denomination — that is, 
to its growth and expansion thr- 
oughout the world,” Stevens said. 

“He is a man who has paid his 
dues in all areas of the Christian 
ministry and, as such, he made 
a superb contribution through 
‘The Baptist Hour’.”’ 

Stevens said the Radio and 
Television Commission will ‘‘con- 
tinue to use ‘“‘The Baptist Hour’ 
as a great evangelical instru - 
ment in broadcasting and to se- 
lect men with pastoral experience 
to reach the people of America 
and the world.” He said Frank 
Pollard, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Jackson, Miss., will prea- 
ch on the program in :Octob- 
er, November and December. 

One of the letters Hobbs receiv- 
ed was from a young women who 
thanked him for saving her life. 

“She had checked into a hotel 
room and was prepared to turn on 
the gas when I asked, on the radio, 
a hook question, wanting to know 
how things were going,’’ Hobbs re- 
called. “‘I had said, ‘Why don’t we 
talk about it?’ She listened to 
the sermon and didn’t turn the 
gas on.”’ 

Hobbs also received numerous 
letters from missionaries telling 
him they used “The Baptist Hour’”’ 
sermons to teach English. Many 
other missionaries, away from 
their own church fellowships, con- 


will be for one day only 
The meals and the 
be furnished free of 
ant pointed out. Those in 
the retreats are asked to connection with 
members, Baptist 
New Church —- 
our 
Chooses First 
On August 8, the 
tuted Bovina Church 
deacon election by 
The following men 
ppc 
Harper. The 
church has established the rotat- ma = age ween bebo agy 
ing system for the deacons and Argentina, died here in the British 
she wil be wing the Deacon ‘Hospital at 10:30 a. m. Aug. 
— Foe y en. 20 after suffering « cerebral 
eat Gee of thess hemorrhage at 9:30 a.m. August 
being already ordataas nee 19. She was 49 years old. 
Lanes pen agen Memorial services were held in 
First’ Church, Vicksburg, Buenos Aires Aug. 23 in Spanish 
chanest & and Aug. 24 in English. Following 
David the church, and Rev, the services, Ptppin accompanied 
Vicksburg, charged inky Church. the tbody to Nashville, Tenn., 
Dr. Norman O'Neal, associational where funeral services were 
reo ‘arren County, ‘The Pippins were appointed by 
yom fo ee caaatinn warts ay Foreign Mission Board in 
Seton Gee ee nt 0 tel In. 1900, they became directors 
ed were the Long Lake want of the MK (children of mission- 
bee. 686 Ge Hwteen mat’ aries) student home in Buenos 
couple took the responsi- 
ary over 
Pi al ar ony cor haat. bility of the home and the Pippins’ 
2 15 in the morn engaged in general 
pari 5 eh tage meredbedee ‘The former Martha Smith, Mrs. 
and associational menu! % 2% Pippin was # native of Old Hick- 
siving Tenn. 
pa Tp OT just 7" 
onward and upward... .” says 
Jasper Collins, pastor. ; 
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Population 


Growth Is 


Church Expansion Key 


(Cominugd trom page 1) 
venture Board chapel will be 
moved on a 5% acre tract in the 
Castlewoods development being 
built in Rankin County. The Board 
and Rankin Association paid $65,- 
000 for the site in 1975 before any 
development of the subdivision 
had begun. 


Within a matter of months 7,500 
people will be living in Castle- 
woods and a Baptist church will 
be there to minister te their spirit- 
ual needs. This is but one of a 


hundred examples of-what State 
Mission money will do during 
“The Decade of Advance." 


Preaching Must Prevail 
Anglican Tells Baptists 


NEW ORLEANS (BP) — ‘The 
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The magnificent buildings gave see of expert care. 
“Mr. Tom, the owner, is away,” the old caretaker, Uncle 
Henry, said. “His folks built this ; their own hands. — 
‘When Mr. Tom lost it, his father itt i 
fund for it and asked that it never be 3 
“How do you know what to do > eres 
ene coe gave me | POSS Sele as Cees ae 
He tells me to do.” Pt i et Bie aN ogc cans Pate 
“But you keep the buildings painted and as trim as M he. 
z were 4 ae Wye Ae a 
‘ sana i "4 . said. 
“Mr. Tom trusts me. He calls me Pie, SA 


curity, so that all you care about 
is the advancement of the Gospel 
. . -you just might achieve some- 
thing. I'll tell you what itis... 
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BUILDING AID 


Swor At Glorieta 


GOAL 


Sixty-Nine Years Young 


GLORIETA, N. M. — “I enjoy 
being with college students more 
than any other age group. People 
my age have arthritis and grand- 
children, and I’m afflicted with 
neither,”’ equipped Chester E. 
Swor, writer-lecturer from Jack- 
son, Miss. 

This remark, directed to col- 
legians attending the recent Stu- 
dent Conference at Glorieta Bap- 
tist Conference Center, is repre- 
sentative of the 69-year-old hum- 
or, acceptance and love for young 
people that have given him a spe- 
cial ministry. 

His weeklong engagement at 
Glorieta was the 2ist this year, 
contributing to an average an- 
nual travel total of 30,000 miles. 


ceptance or criticism in a person, 
and they respond accordingly. 

“Humor sometimes opens 
doors,’’ Swor added. “If members 
of the audience laugh, they are 
less likely to resent what you have 
to say.” 

Swor’s interest in young people 
began long ago. His main love, 
even in college, was counseling. 
As professor of English, dean of 
men and director of student ad¢- 
tivities at Mississippi College, 
Swor combined counseling with 
teaching for 14 years. In 1943 he 
put aside teaching to lecture and 
has not regretted the decision. 

“As long as I sense that I’m 
miaking my best contribution now, 
I'll continue -in this avenue.” 

In relating a situation in which 
he substituted for a popular’ ath- 
lete at a conference, Swor ex- 
pressed a sentiment which ex- 
plains much of his appeal. 

“If you have a chance to hear 
the young athlete later,” he told 
the youth, “be sure to do so. He 
can add a lot to your life. In our 


attempts to illustrate God’s Word 


and to learn of life, he can tell you 


Church Building Aid 
Provides Continuity 


(Continued from page 1) 
leans area and the side effects did 
considerable damage to the little 
building. The association set aside 
money to remodel the building, 
adding class rooms, rest rooms, 
and a kitchen. Things went well 
for almost three years. The first 


pastor to live on the field was_ 


there. The future looked bright. 
Then tragedy struck. Hurricane 


The faith placed in its-denomi- 
national schcels by churches of 
the Mississippi Baptist Convention 
was noted by Dr. Earl Kelly, 
executive secretary-treasurer of 
the Mississippi Baptist Convention 
Board, as he delivered the dedica- 
tory address Aug. 28 during the 
dedication of the new Gulf Coast 
campus of William Carey College. 

Dr. Kelly pointed out that of the 
more than $11 million to be spent 
on Baptist colleges in Mississippi 


gift came 


: ‘| 
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litle they could of their own 
homes 


and possessions. It looked 

like the end of the mission, 
Baptists from all over the con- 
vention began to respond to the 
needs of these people. The first 


Sunday School class from a Black 
church in Louisiana. The money 
was sent by a truck driver and 
tied up in a sock. The gift amount- 
ed to $3.62. Contributions of all 


fromy the intermediate - 


Thursday; 


Shoreline Park Baptist Chapel in Gulf Coast Association meets 
this comfortable building because of the Church Building Aid 


J 


wii. ed by the association underwrit- was $80,000. Thanks to Christian 


nated. The building was complet- building at the time of completion this church is alive and well. 


Kelly Speaks At Dedication Of 


Carey’ New Gulf Coast Campus 


the occasion. He introduced 
James C. Goodwin, president of 
Metropolitan National Bank, Bi- 
loxi, and a Carey alumnus, and 


commitment, zealously proclaims 
a position. 


i 


f 


; 


! 


if 
$3 


t 


* A > nee il : * 
° = nA me tem mad er *7_ ¢ 
we cae ) Willian N.. 1 we & " : 
©. OI j c ° —s ggg t « Rin pe 9 Bees _ Ze 
BOSARIO, Argentine — The ae epee —} cour : oe 
here recently with over 400 mes- available TONS ONE ‘ 
sengers representing 152 church- across the ton explail 
es. The two special evening serv- Poplar ess of | . 
ices drew over 1,200, Church in : + - 
the featured only and legitimate but — — 
Ee ager cones: oy _ on ot 
Psalm 89:13, —_ way meneny © om i. 


| 


*ttey s F 
5 


* 


— Che Baptist Berord 


OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST CONVENTION 


EDITORIAL 


Full Speed And On Course 


Allow a personal note, please, in 
this first statement as editor of the 
Baptist Record. Initially, I must say 
that I know of no other: place 
on earth where I would rather be 
seeking to serve the Lord than right 
here. I realize those are words 
heard before many times in many 
places. I must insist that for me 
they are true. 

The warmth of friendship that I 
have found in Mississippi has been 
most heartening. The spirit to be 
found in the state is mspiring. 

The Baptist Record has achieved 
a high level of acceptance both in- 
side the state and beyond. I-pray 
this will continue to be the case. 
Certainly, we will bend every ef- 
fort in that direction. 

When I was im high school, I par- 
ticipated in different areas of ath- 
letics, but-track was my favorite. 

the several track events 
that I entered, the 440-yard relay 
was favored. I suppose that was be- 
cause one can see a pattern of life 
unfold in 45 seconds or less. 


The Baptist Forum 


looking back down the track to see 
our number three runner coming 
around the curve ahead of the field. 

I attended a small high school, 
and when I was a senior we were 
the state champions in the 440-yard 
rélay in our class. We won that 
event “going away,” as they say in 
track circles. Our lead was increas- 
ing with every stride. I know, be- 
cause I had been the starting run- 
ner in that particular race and was 
watching the conclusion of it with 
more than idle curiosity. 

In a relay race the runner get- 
ting ready to take the baton from 
the one before him does not wait 
around until he feels he is ready 
to run before taking off. He has his 
eyes on the track ahead and is mov- 
ing at almost full speed, waiting on- 
ly for the feel of the baton in his 
back - stretched hand before he 
closes his hand around the baton 
and “turns on the steam.” 

Yes, a relay race is much akin to 
life. The baton, or the torch, as it 
may be, passes from hand to hand 
as each participant accepts it at 
his own starting point and brings it 
around to the best of his ability to 
the next one to handle in the best 
way that he can. 

AH of which brings me to the 
point of trying to pay tribute to the 
one who has just completed his por- 
tion of the Baptist Record relay. To 
say that he ran a good race is too 
much of an understatement. He 


tstanding. 
tists around the state bears out this 


ity; and if there is one who knows 
him who doesn’t call him friend, he 
would be hard to find. 

It has been a great privilege to 
spend these two years in the: office 
of the Baptist Record and in the 
Baptist Building. 1 am pleased to 
be a member of the team that is on 
the field at the present time and 
pray my endeavors will make a 
worthwhile contribution. I appreci- 
ate greatly the opportunity afforded 
me by Dr. Odle and Dr. Kelly lead- 
ing both to the selection as associ- 
ate editor and to the election as 
editor. , 

It has been a thrill to be here and 
know the Baptist Record is moving 
around the curve full-speed, on 
course, and looking great. 

You’ve done a tremendous job, 
Joe Odle. You’ve handed us the ba- 
ton with our team in excellent con- 
dition. We who are now accepting 
the baton, all of us who will be en- 
gaged im taking it on down the way 
for our stated periods, pledge to 
you and to all Mississippi Baptists 
our very best to see that it moves 
along in good style and with dignity 
and courage. 

We pledge to “turn on the steam” 
in an all-out effort. 

Our ing runner, J. B. Gam- 
brell, got us away from the blocks 
in a fine way. All through almost 
100 years the t editors have car- 


et oe. won’t have to start out 
. With God’s help, we will. 
The Baptist Record a fine 
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State Missions Challenge 


In Mississippi, State Missions 
offers as many exciting concepts as 
do foreign missions and home mis- 
sions. Indeed, in some instances in 
Mississippi state missions work “is 
carried on right along side that of 
the Home Mission Board, and some 


of the Home Mission Board work is ~ 


with foreign nationals who have 
made their way to our shores by 
ship. 

The Season of Prayer for State 
Missions is Sept. 12 to 15 this year. 
The Margaret Lackey Offering for 
State Missions is a companion ef- 
fort which cannot be over-rated in 
its importance. 

Though Mississippi probably has 
as many, and maybe even more, 
church members per capita as any 
other state, the lost here are just as 
lost as are those in Asia or any- 
where else. The task of winni 
them is delegated to the loca 
church for the most part, and a 
great part of the task of the state 
missions offering is in strengthen- 
pe the local churches which need 
help and in establishing new ones 
where they are needed. 

The state missions offering goals 
this year are divided into five 
areas. Three of them are directly 
involved with local church situa- 
tions. The largest of the goals is 
the one for new church e ion. 
This figure is $199,300. A sizeable 
population increase is expected in 
Mississippi within the next few 
years. The new church expansion 
fund is already buying new church 
sites in the paths of population 
growth so that there can be church- 
es ready to minister to the new- 
comers when they arrive. 


Churches which have suffered 
disasters in building losses can ex- 


pect to find help through the state 


missions offering because of an 
$11,000 item in this year’s goal. 

And churches which need full- 
time pastors immediately and can- 
not pay full-time salaries will be 
= by a $5,000 item. 

An effort to establish immediate 
disaster relief will call fot a $25,000 
portion of the offering. And WMU 
operations expenses at Camp 
Garaywa and work with Indians 
and black Baptists have a total goal 
of $34,700. 

This rounds out the entire goal 
for the offering at $275,000. 

The Woman’s Missionary Union 
is promoting the effort to reach the 
goal, but the entire church needs 
to be a part of it. A great deal of 
material is in the hands of each 
church and should help the congre- 
gation understand the needs and 
help each church prepare to be a 
part of reaching the goal. 


Among the materials sent out to 
support the effort are a mission 
study program and a film strip 
complete with taped narration and 
written script designed to explain 
the areas of the offering. 


This issue of the Baptist Record 
is dedicated to aiding the state mis- 
sions cause, and special articles 
have been written by five persons 
relative to the five areas of the 


hand experience with the needs 
mentioned and with the‘help that 
can be afforded. It is hoped that 
each subscriber will take time ~to 
obtain the information that is avail- 
able and then act on it. 

It is a challenging goal, to be 
sure. But it represents less than 60 
cents for each resident Mississippi 


Baptist. 


LL 


staff of competent, hard-working, 
dedicated people. The members of 
the staff are due a special salute 
for their many years of loyal and 
dedicated service to the Baptist 
Record and to the Lord. 


plate that 100th anniversary issue 
coming up in February, it was ob- 
vious to whom we should turn for 
help in preparing an issue that 
would be historical and meaning- 


~~“Letters Of Appreciation Received For Ministry ~ 


‘oie : 


Mississippi Baptists have been blessed © God doesnot give to many indi- Dear Dr. Odle: its ines He has offen written press to you 
for two generations by the ministry of viduals more than one talent. To Joe Before my mind’s eye in panoramic strong éditorials on moral issues. No for your work in this capacity. And this 
Joe Odle. He has played many roles Odle He gave many. For more than a view often ig seen a mam with many one can doubt where he stands. His I do. 
wes of life and 4 “a generation Dr. Odle has served his Lord marvelous qualities. This man for moral convictions are biblically based I appreciate the general leadership 
; stage Poa of a Whe- and Mississippi Baptists in many ways. many years has produced weekly editor- and true to our Baptist distinctives. you have given to making our state pa- 
peng rth 2 : He has been a devoted pastor; a strong ials for an audience im excess of one With careful consideration he has fairly per one that is respected among your 
ae editor. and Bible centered preacher; a widely hundred thousand. The thinking and ac- presented our positions and policies thr- peers and one that has spoken to the 
eer te tbe te $" ” ead author, a denominational adminis- tion of this great audience has been ugh the Baptist Record. The work of needs of our churches. It has, in fact, 
ye geo of no aoe a trator, a distinguished editor expressing lifted, corrected, directed, and blessed. our agency has moved forward mofe een the voice of the Mississippi Baptist 
ran Bip og ag eye ee geo strong and uncompromising principles; I am only one of that audience, but I significantly because of his support. Convention. Too numerous to recall have 
unconscious influence on all of us who a participant in many evangelistic and am a better man as a result of the long, On the personal side, he respects dif- been instances when I have needed space 
privileged to know him and missionary campaigns, a thought - pro- regular reading of that which God has ferences and demonstrates compass - for programs, projects, and promotion 
ies ates a vie voking Bible teacher, a world traveler; said to me through you. Yonate concern. It is a privilege to count “for the Church Training Department 
3 popped ty Bothy Coy athoroond a constant friend of preachers; and, in- Far beyond the printed page, my life him a good and gracious friend. and have always found you sympathetic 
ity to work beside him during the past cluding all these, a lovable Christian has been blessed by the multiple pet- J. Clark Hensley and cooperative. 
th My is that the Lord gentleman. Dr. Odle may be _ retiring jods of delightful fellowship. I have nev- —_—_—_4 Yours has been a job well done. For 
Sal tate dia ood Ss aa for ° from the editorship of the Baptist Rec- er heard one word spoken by you, nor Having the privilege of knowing you, that we are all grateful. 
pry li We ithe ord, but in the years ahead his influ- seen one act which was not in total har- working along side of you, borrowing Kermit S. King 
time. need more people ence and ministries will be great assets mony with my concepts of a genuine books, asking your advice, and some-. . _—_— 
‘ ae ee to Kingdom growth. God's blessings on Christian gentleman. Your clean life, time kidding each other, Joe, has been I count it all joy, dearly beloved Joe, 
you, ‘good and faithful servant’ consistent behaviour pattern, and deep one of the richest experiences of my life. as I think of you today. Your life has 
ae W. Douglas Hudgins convictions will live vividly in my mem- Appreciatively— been a source of inspiration and blessing 
Se ae Os SS eee oe a —" Se eae a i ae ay ea ica 
a deeply spiritual man of God and a can f =—or 
competent, sensitive newsman. Because 2 eee tremendous impact your life and minis- Dear Joe, “WORD” is indeed the focal center 
¥ of this unusual welding of gifts, this Thank for ES try have had upon Mississippi Baptists. During the time that you have serv- of my gratitude for you. You have con- 
| man has made a lasting and measure- Bley ty your 1 thank you not only for being God's ed as editor of the Baptist Record I tinually and faithfully held up the 
7 less contribution to Mississippi Baptists ‘Thank ete sia emma © @ man blessing many, but for being my have had the privilege of reading your Name of Him Who is the Living Word. 
: and to the work of the Lord. We are ig ogy 4 friend. 7 editorials with a great deal of interest, With Spirit-given insight and power, you 
j forever in his debt. Te ace tar iaitnas tality Surely your future will be filled with as well as having had the opportunity have “rightly divided" the Inspired 
T feel that I can speak for Mississippi json ze ts eat and ew oo Lord. of discussing doctrinal and denomina- and Holy Written Word. All of us, the 
Baptists as we all wish for him and age oy Aer I shall pray that you many tional topics at length with you. Now Baptists of Mississippi and the SBC, 
Mrs. Odle many happy and productive prt ag through more victories will be won and laid as these experiences in my life shall al- are the beneficiaries of your gift from 
years as they continue to serve our — Baayen oy yoo . trophies at His feet, ways stand out as valuable ones. the Lord in writing and presenting the 
Lord. ae puay: Thankfully your friend, I would just like to say that your at- printed word. 
James Richardson prc nneg Rega a dear O8POY Box titude toward publicizing departmental _It is with happy anticipation that I look 
Asking bless you $y : i, emphases and dispensing promotion- forward, in the days to come, to fellow - 
- Dear Dr. Odle, tive service. Re ees concern- i information bas been great all the ship in the continuing ministry of our 
. ing the ministry of Having while. I would just like to take this op- blessed Lord as He unfolds His richest 
The position of of The Missis- | On behalf of your fellow church mem preached to than portunity to say “thank you” for the ‘ you. 
sippi Baptist Record is one of the most bers, é courtesies : 
- ~tagestenh fenatiien of the most any other his many you have shown the , to Him and to you, 
Baptist Convention Beard. essen Fane: Fee editorials, Dr. Odie a Brotherhood Department during the Roy Collum 
this is the fact that the Baptist Record is wre smmmivey t te ae time you have served-as editor of the ps 
on tuk ant edad on a ae: Baptists, both t Baptist Record. ~~. ad," Lave greatly appreciated the cooper. 
ry fee The name of Joe Odie has long been and through his yar- Sincerely, _ ative spirit of Joe Odle as editor of 
ony Ea Rersng rs 2 associated in Southern Baptist life with ous church c - know. Elmer. Howell the BAPTIST RECORD. Not only has 
Ra aa oS eS oe» ledge of and love oar eg, he done his best to provide good space 
prem: Bae moa Sate need, the outreach through the appreciated by . His - Dear Joe her Stn SE FOES So Oe office 
ent: Goetened, essential to growth Southern Baptist Convention, commit. standing of : is far above _ All of us here School _ on paye 5) 7 
pain og A a A direc- ment to the mission of each individual the average. His Department 
phy Ag ey noo hss church, and sensitivity to the hurts and the local church cere and best 
9 SE ee hearts of those who need Jesus as Savi- attention. of « ‘ 
Pe Prova Bh ona Sons OE tad tact. A Christian You have suppo 
ne tape oneg When you add all of these qualities to sought to ing 4 
Hon to you for many Years editorial excellence and journalistic skill, phases of fine doth in 
fruitful service 88 you have a combination which has not cordiality, tee 
All of only meant much in the life of Missis- tion. Even the 
splendid sippi Baptists, but also to the entire tist life has , 
you for home and from Dr. Odie, Sodele 
d teen a. 
ple because this 
ed in our midst. 
only one of deep 
blessings through | 
Harold Kitchings 
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When The Relationship 
Must Be Broken 


By Clifton Perkins . 
Director, Department of Church - 
Minister Relations 

(Third In A Series) 

One of my favorite stories is 
about a little boy who volunteered 
to take part in a civilian defense 
drill back in the wanning days of 
World War II. It was a simulated 
air raid, and the boy was told 
that he had been hit and cut by fly- 
ing glass and that he was ‘to lie 
under a tree until the first aid 
team came to take care of him. 
Those were the days when civilian 
defense was not very efficient, so 
several hours passed before any- 
one showed up to minister to the 
little fellow. 

When the team finally did reach 
the tree, they found no one there. 
Instead they noticed a note stick- 
ing to the bark of the tree. It 
said, simply but conclusively, 
“Have bled to death and gone 
home."’ 

Yes, in life some relationships 
just don’t work out. Somebody 
“bleeds to death and goes home,” 
so to speak. That is also true of 
the pastor and people relationship. 
Sometimes it doesn’t work out. 

Pastors often speak of the first 
few months on the new church 
field as the “honeymoon.” There 
is the round of dinner invitations 
into various homes of the mem- 


Too many times this beautiful 
relationship changes. The lovely 
glow of warmth turns into the 
white heat of frustration, dissatis- 


By Bonita Sparrow 
FORT WORTH (BP) — Any- 
body going to try to out talk Mis- 
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faction, and maybe even bitter- 
ness. When this condition prevails, 
every effort ‘should be made by 
pastor and church leaders to work 
out the difficulties in a spirit of 
prayer and good will. 

If such efforts fail, considera- 
tion should be given to break the 
relationship because of honest diff- 
erences between pastor and peo- 
ple. When this time arrives, ut- 
most care must be taken to pre- 
serve the integrity of both the 
church and the minister. 

Let it be stated plainly that a 
campaign to get rid of the pastor 
should not take place. Such cam- 
paigns magnify the problem — 
they might even tempt us to use 
unchristian tactics. Conflict ap- 
peals to our lower motives. The 
object becomes winning the strug- 
gle and not concern for the King- 
dom of God and for each other. 

In a Baptist church the majority 
rules, but it should never be a 
ruthless and unfeeling majority. 
Also, there should not be a ‘‘mi- 
nority rule’ because of a silent or 
indifferent majority. Once a pas- 
tor was informed by the chair- 
man of deacons that a decision 
had been made in a secret dea- 
con’s meeting to ask for his resig- 
nation. Naturally, the pastor was 
shocked that he should be tried in 
his absence. 

Why would. we be less fair in a 
church than we are required to be 


in a court of law. “But we have’ 


a problem with our pastor,’’ some- 
one says. So what? As Sam 
Granade says, ‘“‘Does the solution 
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strained to the point of breaking, 
the pastor should consider care- 
fully the effectiveness of his wit- 
ness and work. If he sees that he 
can no longer minister effectively 
because of irreconcilable differ- 
ences, he should be honest enough 


‘and courageous enough to inform 


church leaders that he plans to 
leave as soon as he can find an- 


other place of service. 

The church should certainly be 
willing to allow a pastor a reason+ 
able time to secure another posi- 
tion. This is often a slow process 
among Baptists. Patience should 
be exercised. It should be kept in 
mind that we belong to a church 
group that frowns on a pastor ap- 
plying for another pastoral posi- 
tion. 3 

The church must avoid if at all 
possible an open confrontation in 
which they seek to dismiss the 
pastor. When open confrontation 
occurs, the church is often divided 
and its fellowship is dangerously 
weakened. Generations may pass 
before such differences are for- 
gotten. © 

If the matter cannot be worked 
out ina Christian manner without 
taking it before a church business 
session, great care should be ex- 


only after proper notice has been 
to the time, place, and purpose of 


family. 

“T don’t know whether you can 
understand this or not, Mister,” 
she went on, “but my husband 
was really a wicked man. And our 
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Georgia Baptist 


DI SASTER RELIEF emer Dedication 


GOAL 
925,00 


Disaster Relief Offering 
Will Give Preparation 


(Continued trom -page 1) 


for Disaster Relief teams. 
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Set Sept. 14 


ATLANTA (BP)—Georgia Bap- 
tists will observe an historic occa- 
sion Sept. 14 when their new, $6 


cation service planned for 2:30 p. 
m., Sept. 14 on the Plaza level, 
according to Searcy S. Garrison of 


2930 Flowers Road, South, houses 
the executive offices for the exec- 


pre piacere Be 
The center also has an audi- 
torium which seats 250, a recep- 
pla dlagh Soy cmelpd 
. Provide T Members with Baptist Book Store located 
 Elnicee’ ane Meaoneamy I. on the ground floor of the center, 
ae | Distri clap mess A giemti | 
store is a tk 
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Names | In 


host recently to a meeting of 
the In-Service Guidance Coun- 
selors of Southern Baptist col- 
leges and seminaries. Those 
representing Mississippi were: 
(l-r) Charies Melton of Clarke 
College and Joel Ray of Wil- 
liam Carey College, and Paul 
W. Stevens of New Orleans 
Seminary. 


Geodwater Church, Magee, 
has calied Billy Ready as min- 
ister of music and youth. Mr. 


for three years. He is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Bill Ready of 


Bogalusa. He and his wife, 
Jan, moved on the field Au- 


The News 


Rev. Charlies B. (Benny) 
Sti has accepted a call as 
minister of music and youth 
at Macedonia 
Church, 
Brook - 
haven. He 
goes from 
Navilla 
Church, Mc- 
Comb, where 
he was asso- 
ciate pastor 
in music and 
’ youth. While 
in Pike County, he served as 
associational music director, 
secretary - treasurer of the 
Pike County Baptist Ministers’ 
Conference, pianist for the as- 
sociational Brotherhood, and 
as president of the McComb 
Civitan Club. Mr. Still is mar- 
ried to the former Edwina 
King of Johnston Station, and 
they have one son, Geoffrey 
Lane. Mrs. Still served as sec- 
retary for the Pike County 
Baptist Association under Di- 
rector of Missions, Gle n T. 
Williams. Rev. Don Nerren is 
pastor at Macedonia. 


Cecil and Marie Roberson, 


~ retired missionaries to Africa, 


have moved from Clinton to 
Meridian. Their new address 
is 3417 Poplar Springs Drive, 
Meridian. 


Paraguay, have arrived in the 
States for furlough (address: 


the Foreign Mission Board in 


ry 


Jim Rosénkrans has ap. 
swered God’s call to preach. 
He is a member of the Long- 

view Heights 

Church in 

Olive Branch, 

(De soto), 

where he 

serves as 
“deacon and 

Chureh 

, Training  di- 
tad rector. Ros- 
enkrans is 
presently en- 
rolled in the evening program 
at State Tech. College. He has 
preached several times and is 
available for supply or a pas- 
torate. He is married and fa- 
ther of two daughters and one 
young son. His pastor, 
Armond D. Taylor, states that 
the church will license Bro. 
Rosenkrans in the near future. 


Marilyn Vandegrift, music 
assistant at Broadmoor, Jack- 
son, is composer of “Sing to 
the Lord a New Song,” which 
will appear in the Fall 1976 is- 


sue of The Young Musician 
magazine. 


H. Grady Ward, formerly 
pastor in Mississippi, is now 
retired and is available for 
supply, interim work or con- 
ferences. He has been pastor 
in Marion County, Mississippi, 
in Saraland, Alabama, and, 
for the past fourteen years, in 
Augusta, Georgia. His address 
is Box 68, Creola, Alabama 
36525 (phone 205-675-7228). 


Mr. and Mrs. James C. Red- 
ding, missionaries to Peru, 
may be addressed at Apartado 
3177, Lima, Peru. Before they 
were appointed by the For- 


~~Walter Sisce was recently 

licensed to preach by Mt. Zion 
Church, Brookhaven. A native 
of Lincoln 
County, he 
gra duat- 
ed from West 
Lincoln High 
School. 
He has been 
active in the 
Mt. Zion 
Church as a 
deacon, Sun- 
day ~ School 
teacher, Church Training 
leader, Royal Ambassador 
leader, and choir member. 
For several years he has been 
supplying pulpits as a lay 
speaker. He is married to the 
former Yvonne Newell. They 
have two children: Danny, 
and Tammy. Mr. Sisco is 
available for pastoral work or 
as a supply preacher. The 
Rev. James E. Griffith is 
pastor of Mt. Zion. 


Rev. and Mrs. William L. 
Smith, missionaries to Bra- 
zil, are new in Mississippi on 
furlough and living in the mis- 
sionary residence of Woodland 
Hills Church, Jackson. The 
address is 3331 Old Canton 
Road, Jackson 39211, and the 
telephone number is 362-0633. 
The Smiths are missionaries 
to Londrina, Parana, Brazil. 


Bay St. Louis dentist, Dr. B. 


Thursday, September 2, 1976 


L. Ramsey, second from 


left, hands a check to Dr, Bill Osborn, administrative dean 
of the new degree-granting college opening September 1 on 
the Gulf Coast. Looking on are Dr. J. Ralph Noonkester, 
left, president of the college, and the Rev. Nathan. Barber, 
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Bay’ St. Louis. ‘Dr. 
Ramsey is one of our fine deacons,’’ compnented Rev. Barber, 
“‘and I am delighted that he is showing his support for Chris- 
tian higher education on the Coast in this way.” 


MISSISSIPPIANS IN T 


F e \ had 4 
EXAS—Members of Starkville’s First 


Baptist Church youth choir collected some of Jerry Clower’s 
tee shirt iron-on coon patches during their recent visit to the 
Southern Baptist Radio™and. Television Commission in Fort 
Worth. Admiring the patch, after learning that Commission 
programming reaches nearly 100,000,000 people a week, were 
(from left) Jim Morrow, Phyllis Combs, David Linder, Suz- 
zane Brent, and Laura Moak. Clower is featured in the Com- 
mission’s ‘‘Country Crossroads’’ radio show.—Radio-TV Com- 


mission Photo by Bonita Sparrow 


lins. In addition, she has been 
a staff member of the Pine 
Belt Regional Mental Health 
Complex. She is married to 
Irving Hitt and they have a 
five year old son, Oliver. Mr. 
Hitt is the administrator of 


Mr. and Mrs. Charies P. 
Long, missionaries to 
Belgium, are currently in lan- 
guage study in France (ad- 
dress: 8, Square Castiglione, 


gust 19: The church honored 1972, he was pastor of Concord eign Mission Board in 1964, he "=. similar posi- 
them with a reception. Rev. L. Baptist Church, Pelahatchie, was pastor of Fairview Bap- _* 2 tion at Salem 
Daniel Watts, Jr. is the pastor. Miss. tist Church, Indianola. : ~ Church, Col- 


New Baptist Student Center Seminary Extension To 
Is Planned For SMJG Offer Five Fall Courses 


The Building Committee for the 
Mississippi College, will be the 
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new Baptist Student Center at 
Southwest Mississippi Junior Col- 
lege has been named according to 
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the Stone County Hospital. 
The pastor of the Big Level 
Church is the Rev. Julian 
Burt. 


Residence Tuileries, Parly IT 
78150, Le Chesnay, France). 
He is a native of Ethel, Miss. ., 
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Sunday School Lesson: International For September 12 
<ooesnpnincmninuenninanihnquunsummonatertionlomatadiemcimmpenec hee eure tmnt 


Heirs Of God’s Grace 


By Wm. J. Fallis 
Romans 4:1-25; 
Galatians 3:19 to 4:7 

Did you notice that the Bible 
lesson for last Sunday did not 
mention the word “reconciliation” 
— although that 
is the theme for 
this quarter? You 
won't find it in 
the Bible passage 
for this lesson 
either. We are 
sort of building 
up to it. The word 
used most often 
so far is “‘justi- 
fy.” It is one of 
Paul’s ways of describing salva- 
tion; which was such a great idea 
for him that one word could not 
say it all. Some have said that the 
word means to declare.a person 
righteous, but others argue that it 
can also mean to make righteous. 
The justified person is not only 
forgiven of past sin but is given 
an uprightness that can affect all 
his relationships. This is a-key 
word for these first two lessons. 

The Lesson Explained 
Abraham, Father Of The Faithful 
(Romans 4) 

This chapter in Romans. is és- 
sential for understanding Paul's 
references in Galatians to 
Abraham. Gentiles needed to 
know the patriarch, and both Gen- 
tiles and Jews needed Paul’s in- 
terpretation of ‘‘the faith of Abra- 
ham; who is the father of us all” 
(v. 16). He was the most promi- 
nent figure in Jéwish history, but 
he did not depend on the law for 


In Mare Connelly’s play, 
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him justification. In verse 3 Paul 
quoted Genesis 15:6 to show Abra- 
ham’s relation to God: “Abraham 
believed God, and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness.”’. As 
the great ancestor was justified by 
faith, so were his children to be 
saved by faith — not by striving 
to obey the law. Abraham trusted 
God long before the law was giv- 
en. So, true faith proceded mere 
obedience. 

Beyond The Law As Custodian 
(Gal. 48: 23-29) 

If faith is so important, 6f what 
value was the law? In the Bible 
Passage of this lesson Paul 
answers that question with two 
analogies. In verse 24 he describes 
the law as ‘our custodian,’”’ which 
is a better translation than schodl- 
master. The Greek word describes 
& person ‘responsible for protect- 
ing and exercising discipline over 
a growing child. The law fulfilled 
@ good purpose for a time, but it 
could not make a person right be- 
fore God. 

After Jesus (‘‘the faith’) come, 
however, men were set right by 
believing. in him, thus becoming 
children of God. Baptism “into 
Christ’”’ identified them with him 
as though they were clothed by 
him. But it also brought them 
into a fellowship greater than the 
difference which have always di- 
vided mankind. Oneness in Christ 
must supersede discriminations 
based on nationality, sex, and so- 
cial standing. Verse 29 reads in 
TEV: “If you belong to Christ, 
then you are the descendants of 


Abraham, and will receive what, 


God has promised.” 
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Into the Time of Inheritance 
(Gal. 4:1-7) 

Paul’s second analogy for the 
law appears in verses 1-2. He’ pic- 
tures a boy who will eventually in- 
herit family property. Before he 
reaches the time set by his fath- 
er to receive the inheritance, he is 
a child and is treated as one by 
“tutors and governors.” During 
his strict training, he seems no 
better off than a slave. People un- 
der law had a similar experience. 
That seems to be the diréction of 
Paul’s thought, but in verse 3 he 
says they were “in bondage 
under tthe elements of the world.” 
The word for “‘elements’’ can be 
interpreted at least two ways: ele- 
mentary forms of religion or ele- 
mental spirits. In‘either case, it 
pointed tc a time when both Jew 
and Gentile had not reached ma- 
turity. 4 

“But when the time had fully 
come” (RSV), God acted to pro- 
vide the inheritance. His Son came 
into the world by human birth, 
and as a Jew was subject to the 
law. By his death he liberated (re- 
deemed) those under the law. 
That was God’s first purpose in 
sending him. The second was so 
“that we might attain the status 
of sons” (NEB). Because the son- 
ship is real, God has given the 
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sat beside the river and remem- 
bered his home land. He longed 
for the good old days. He remem- 
. bered and wept. 
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When our boys were small we 
had all kinds of illnesses — three 
cates at a time of every child- 
hood disease, several serious ill- 


nesses and accidents. Then we 
had a long stretch of years when 
they were all so healthy we could 
not believe it; however, the last- 
couple of years we have had one 
illness or accident after another. 
The latest (if we hurry to press!) 
was Frank’s tonsillectomy. He's 
twenty, so it wasn’t too easy for 
him 


On that first day—after surgery, 
but before I had sense enough to 
ask for something for the pain 
stronger than the plain Tylenol he 
was being given — I kept drizzl- 
ing water and melting ice down 
his throat. Words and grunts 
ditin’t feel good getting from his 
brain to my ears, so he’d wiggle 
or squirm to let me know he want- 
ed a sip of liquid. After a brief 
time of difficulty in being attent- 
ive enough, I began to watch him 
constantly. When he opened his 
eyes, I'd place the liquid to his 
mouth. Soon I asked him, “‘Is 
that, opening your eyes, going to 
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, .A schedule of 42 hours of activi- 
tor 

_ Sidney Ellis of Greenville will. 
be co-ordinator. . 


Old Oak Grove 
Calls Sanford 


Rev. Jerry Sanford and his wife 
have aseumed duties at Old Oak 
Grove Church, Union County, 
where he is the new pastor. 

The son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Sanford of New Albany, he attend- 
ed Northeast Junior Collége and 
is a junior at Blue Mountain Col- 
lege. 

His wife, the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Rayburn Rorie of Blue 
Springs, is a graduate of North- 
east Junior College. She is em- 


Ployed in the office of MasterBilt_ 


Products. 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 


A Wee ond Sie 10 anl overy 


nes for illustrated price ‘ 

“Internationally known specialists’ 
NORRIS BOOKBINDING CO. 
Box 305-C — Greenwood Miss. 38930 


Afraid Youre 
Going Deaf? 


Chicago, Ill. — A free offer 
of special interest to those who 
hear but do not understand 
words has been announced by 
Beltone. A non-operating 
model of the smallest Beltone 
aid of its kind will be given 
absolutely free to anyone an- 


swering this advertisement. 
Send for this non-operating 


model now. Wear it in the pri- 
vacy of'your own home to see 
how tiny hearing help can be. 
It’s yours to keep, free. The 
actual aid weighs less than a 
third of an ounce, and it’s all 


at ear level, in one unit. 
These models‘ are free, so 


we suggest you write for yours . 
now. Again, we repeat, there 
is no cost, and certainly no 
obligation. Thousands have 
already been mailed, so write 
today to Dept. 4074, Beltone 
Electronics, 4201 W. Victoria 
Street, Chicago, Ill. 60646. 
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Pastor Preaches At Oil Rig 
100 Miles Out In The Gulf 


By Mrs. A. B. McCraw 
The Rev. James E. Walker, pas- 
tor of Calvary Church, Colum- 
bia, recently was invited by Shell 
Oil Company, to visit their opera- 
tions off shore, some one hundred 


six men made definite commit- 
ments. 

This type special religious acti- 
vity is relatively new, but growing 
interest has been expressed in 


it. It is believed these experiencs 


Adams Named 
ACTION = 


Supervisor 


NASHVILLE — Ernest R. Ad- 
ams, supervisor of the general 
officers section in the Sunday 
School department of the Southern 
Baptist Sunday School Board, has 


- Cer = miles south of New Orleans, and help to build a better working re- been named supervisor of the 
i ~ hold a religious service. lationship, and contribute to great- ACTION project section in that 

- . Driving to New Orleans, Mr. er production and service. The department. 
Palestine To Build New Sanctuary Walker was met pastor says that he feels this was - ao egos 
Ground breaking ceremonies were held on Welch, Guy Barron, Dudley Garrett, Ovis Whitting- po Pag pried ae pedi geod eager Bee . ss ‘cadabiel 
August 8-at Palestine Church in Simpson County ton, Billy Ray Welch, and Travis Ward, deacons; weet taactican fe ae add cas ase ake to provide ade- 
for a new sanctuary and Sunday School rooms. Jerome McLendon, pastor, Mrs. Ervin Dear, Mrs. ada ines fying th SP. ‘ se ns quate field ser- 
Total cost of construction will be $59,500. Palestine Dub Bridges, Jerry Welch, Douglas Welch and ing ae weer Pe [ Aiea the night in the livin, vicing for AC- 
is the oldest church in Simpson County, having - James Berry, Building Committee members. Not cde one i aka es at ae TION campaigns. 
been organized in 1786. Pictured are: seated, Mrs. pictured is Mrs. Otis Welch, Building Committee regia - ae eS tewreges Dawid mee S Under ft sae 


Nora Welch, oldest member of the church. Direct- 


member. 


ly behind her from left to right: Dub Bridges, Otis 


New Haven 
To Celebrate 
90th Year 


Members of New Haven Church 
near Weir in Choctaw County 
are planning to celebrate the chur- 
ch’'s 90th anniversary on Septem- 
ber 5. 

The Rev. J. C. Hawthorne, a 
former pastor, will bring the 
morning message, followed by din- 
ner on the ground and singing in 
the afternoon. 

The church was organized Sep- 
tember 5, 1886, with 13. charter 
members. A local young minister, 
Rev. J. H. D. Watson, was the 
first pastor and served 40 years. 
The present pastor is Rev. Gwin 
Middleton. 

Tom Daves, 98, is the oldest 
member. 

The church members are sear- 
ching for old pictures and items 
of interest to display on Septem- 
ber 5.. Plans hav been announced 
for the wearing of colonial co s- 
tumes. 

Other former pastors have  in- 
cluded J. T. Sargent, J. L. Wil- 
son, J. W. Sims, R. A. Eddleman, 
J. 8S. Deal, Thurman Adams, J. W. 
Kitchens, Van Hardin, Earl 
Brooks, J. V. Wilson, R. L. Jor- 
dan, Arnold Jacks, J. B. Middle- 
ton, J. C. Hawthorne, Jerry W. 
Robinson, Jr. and Marvin Cain. 
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Devotional] 


I Cant 


By Joe Anderson, Pastor, McAdams Church, McAdams 
Exodus 3:10 - 4:17 

Most of our churches have either selected or are in the process 
of selecting those who will fill positions for_the-year—1976-1977. Many 
of you who have served faithfully on the nominating committee have 
heard excuse after excuse. To those of you who 
offered the excuses, I invite your attention to this 
selection of scripture and also to the results. When 
God called Moses, he offered four excuses as to why 
he couldn't serve. 

In verse 11, his first excuse was that he wasn’t 
big enough for the job. He was only a shepherd, 
and Pharoah was the most powerful man on earth. 
To this excuse God answered, ‘I will be with you.” 
The most powerful man on earth can't stand against 
God. 

In verse 13, his second excuse was that the peo- 
ple would want: to know who sent him. By what authority would he 
speak? To this God answered, ‘“‘I Am That I Am has sent you.’’ The 
God of eternity, the covenant God has sent you. God still reveals 
himself to Christians as their authority. 

In chapter four, verse one, the third excuse was offered: ‘““They 
won't believe me.’’ To this, God answered by giving him signs of 
his sender. God will give believability to your service even though 
your efforts may not always.be successful. 

In verse ten of chapter four, the fourth excuse was offered: “T 
am not eloquent.” To this God answered, “I made your mouth and 
I will put the words there.”” We often find ourselves speechless, but 
when we rely on God, he puts the words there. Often the best speech 
is no speech at all. In this case, God has some definite things for 
Moses to say. 

In verses twelve through seventeen, Moses rejected the call of 
God to service so God sent his brother Aaron with him to be his 
spokesman. The tragedy of this is that Aaron led the people into 
idolatry when they were in the wilderness (chapter 32). 

What catastrophies will God’s people have to endure because of 
our excuses for not ministering? 


A seminar on the use of profes- 


off shore field in 
the Gulf. Upon 


Walker 
arrival he was met by Tim Buck- 


of 
by 


ley, Columbian, an employee 
the company, who took him 
boat over the vast operation. 

After returning to the living 
quarters of the men, where a 
meal was served, he with the em- 
ployees, including those off duty, 
in“ charge of operations and oth- 
ers with minor work, gathered 
in one of the rooms for the spe- 
cial program. 

After a period of singing and 
prayer, Mr. Walker delivered his 
message, and at the conclusion, 


Oakland, Corinth 
To Celebrate 


15th Anniversary 


Oakland Church of Corinth, will 
celebrate their fifteenth anniver- 
sary on September 12. Miracle 
Day goals have been set of 501 in 
Sunday School, and $9,037.85 for 
the offering. All former pastors 
will be present and all former 
members and friends of the church 
are invited. 

Revival services will begin Mon- 
day night, Sept. 13 at 7:30 p.m. 
with the pastor, Tommy Vinson, 
doing the preaching. 


Gallmans To Meet 


At Palestine 


The Gallman family will have 
an all - day meeting at Palestine 
Church, Hinds County, on Se p- 
tember 5. A basket lunch will be 
served after morning worship. 


The public is invited. 


climate for learning, whether 
matter is secular or 
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leans the next morning. 

Since the trip, Walker has receiv- 
ed special comgnendation and ap- 
preciation from the oil company 
for the services rendered their em- 
ployees, by the type program giv- 
en. : 7 


Almost every physician has his 
favorite disease. 

Initiative is doing the right 
thing without being teld. | 


Nine of the ten children of the 
late Rev. and Mrs. Marion Hill of 
Dumas got together on August 8 
for a reunion. Eight of the ten are 
members Of the Dumas Baptist 


Church. It is unusual for a family 
of this size, with families now of 
their own, to settle in the same 
community. Front row, 1 to r: 
John Hill, deacon; Arnold Hii}, 
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Late Pastor’s Children Meet At Dumas - 


the AGTION pro- 
ject section will 
be responsible for helping church- 
es interpret the ACTION Sunday 
School Enrolment Plan so_ that 
growth will be permanent. 
Presently, the ACTION consul - 
tants, including Andy Anderson, 
creator of the ACTION Plan, work 
primarily with state Baptist con- 
vention projects, particularly as- 
sociational ACTION campaigns. 


Mrs. Agnes Brock, and Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Bullock. Back row: Ellis 
Hill, deacon; Mrs. Lilian Hall, 
Jack Hill, resident of Ripley and 
member of First Baptist, Ripley; 
Eari Hill, and Miss Nona Hill. An- 
other sister, not present, is Mrs. 
Lois Wallace, resident of Dumas 
have assumed duties at Old Oak 
odist Church. Rev. Billy W. Baker 
4s the Dumas Baptist pastor. 
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